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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

VARIOUS DEFINITIONS:

Environmental Justice: The right to a safe, healthy, productive and sustainable environment for all, where “environment” is considered in its totality to include the ecological (biological), physical (natural and built), social, political, aesthetic and economic environments.  Environmental justice refers to the conditions in which such a right can be freely exercised, whereby individual and group identities, needs and dignities are preserved, fulfilled and respected in a way that provides for self-actualization and personal and community empowerment.  This term acknowledges environmental “injustice” as the past and present state of affairs and expresses the socio-political objectives needed to address them.
Environmental justice (EJ) refers to an equitable spatial distribution of burdens and benefits to groups such as racial minorities, residents of economically disadvantaged areas, or residents of developing nations.  Environmental justice proponents generally view the environment as encompassing “where we live, work, and play” (sometimes “pray” and “learn” are also included) and seek to redress inequitable distributions of environmental burdens (pollution, industrial facilities, crime, etc.) and recreation, health care, education, transportation, safe jobs, etc. Self-determination and participation in decision-making are key components of environmental justice.  According to a compilation of thoughts by several notable EJ organizations, root causes of environmental injustices include “institutionalized racism; the commodification of land, water, energy and air; unresponsive, unaccountable government policies and regulation; and lack of resources and power in affected communities”.

How Does EPA Define Environmental Justice? 
Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, culture, education, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Fair Treatment means that no group of people, including racial, ethnic, or socioeconomic groups, should bear a disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial operations or the execution of federal, state, local, and tribal environmental programs. and policies. Meaningful Involvement means that: (1) potentially affected community residents have an appropriate opportunity to participate in decisions about a proposed activity that will affect their environment and/or health; (2) the public's contribution can influence the regulatory agency's decision; (3) the concerns of all participants involved will be considered in the decision-making process; and (4) the decision-makers seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected. 

