How to make a Self-Watering Container

MATERIALS NEEDED

PHASE ONE

· ONE 5 gallon bucket with ONE drainage hole on the side

· ONE 5 gallon bucket with multiple drainage holes in the bottom and a large hole for the wicking device

· ONE top for a 5 gallon bucket – make sure the drain, top and bucket all fit – there are 2 different diameters of drain tubes
· ONE drainage tube

· ONE yogurt container

· TWO plastic twisties

· Sand paper

· One cup of white primer paint

PHASE TWO

· Organic potting soil
· Water

· ONE baby plant

PHASE THREE

· Paint brushes

· Paint

DIRECTIONS

PHASE ONE

1. Find the area where your group will work.

2. READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS FIRST!!!!!!!

3. Choose ONE member of your group to pick up the materials for PHASE ONE ONLY

4. Using the sand paper, sand the outside of your exterior bucket (the one with only one small drainage hole on the side) so that the paint will stick.  Wipe off the dust when you are done.

5. Using the white primer, paint one coat of paint on the exterior bucket only.  You don’t need to paint the ridges at the top.  Set aside to dry.

6. Also paint with primer the top of the bucket.  Set aside to dry.

7. Attach the wicking chamber (yogurt container) to the bottom of the interior bucket (with lots of holes in the bottom) using the twisties.  The yogurt container should hang beneath the bucket.

8. Place the bucket with the wicking chamber inside the exterior 5 gallon bucket.

9. Place the watering tube into the 2 buckets.

PHASE TWO

1. Fill your bucket with potting soil, occasionally and gently adding water as you add soil

2. Don’t compress the soil!  The roots need air space to grow efficiently.

3. Make a small hole for your baby plant.  Be sure the hole is deep enough for the plant’s roots.

4. Fill in the area around the plant with the potting soil.  Talk to your plant!  Welcome it to its new home!

5. GENTLY bring the bucket top down over the watering tube and the plant.

6. Secure the top of the bucket firmly in place.

7. Fill the watering tube with water.

PHASE THREE
1. As a group, paint the outside of the bucket.  These plants are to send positive messages to all those who see them, so consider what beauty you would like to share with the world.

2. Clean up all of your materials.

3. Thank your group members.
